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Minutes of Sawley Parish Council Meeting held on Tuesday 27 March 2018 at 7.00pm at  
Sawley Women’s Institute 
 

Present: Councillors Aram, Bird, Bond, Briggs, Corbett, Dawson, Simmons, Powell and Sewell 
 (Chairman) 
 
29/18 Apologies for absence 

Cllrs Richardson, Walton and Derbyshire County Councillor Athwal 
 

30/18 Declaration of members Interest: 
Cllr Sewell – Planning Committee at Erewash Borough Council 
 

31/18 Public Speaking 
(a) Members of the public:  
 

(i) Lakeside Park – it was reported that gravel was being dumped on the park at 
the pedestrian entrance near to Anstey Road.  The clerk to investigate further. 

 
(ii) Increase in the precept for 2018-19 – the response from the parish council 

was that this was due to works being proposed on the war memorial, 
maintenance of Lakeside Park, the increasing costs for holding the annual 
remembrance event as well as installation of hanging baskets and new 
planters on Tamworth Road as well as the Christmas lights. 

 
(iii) Community Speedwatch – since the last meeting there had been no contact 

from the PCSO to arrange for another meeting and session.  The parish 
council was asked to contact the PCSO to request an update. 

 
(iv) Keep Britain Tidy – since the cancellation of the community litter pick due to 

the snow the parish council was asked to arrange another date as there was 
rubbish accumulating by the Co-operative, in the bushes on Lakeside Park 
and on Wilne Road. 

 
(v) Sawley Church Annual General Meeting – the church warden informed the 

parish council that the AGM is open to everybody and is scheduled to take 
place on 25 April 2017 and the time will be announced on the website.  The 
AGM is open to everybody in the parish and the meeting receives reports from 
all committees. 

 
(vi) Sawley Flower Festival – as this has not finished it was hoped that an event 

will be put on an inaugural Sawley festival in 2019.  Talks are already taking 
place with Friends of Sawley Park and other groups are invited to participate 
and help. 
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(b) Police report – no representatives were in attendance and no update had been 
provided.  Cllr Sewell informed the parish council that at a Scrutiny meeting of 
Erewash Borough Council, the Deputy Chief Constable had confirmed that due to the 
number of parishes with the Derbyshire area attendance at parish meetings will be 
reduced due to operational issues.  It was confirmed that the dissatisfaction and 
frustration due to lack attendance by police representatives is being fed back by 
Erewash Borough Council at its regular meetings with the police.  

 
32/18 Minutes of Sawley Parish Council meeting held on Tuesday 27 February 2018 

Councillor Corbett moved and Councillor Powell seconded the motion to approve the 
minutes. 
 
RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 27 February 2018 be 
approved as a true record. 
 

33/18 Matters Arising 
6/18 (e) – replacement tree for war memorial.  The tree has recently been checked and it 
was confirmed that new buds were growing so it isn’t dead.  It was decided to leave the 
existing tree in situ. 

 
34/18 Defibrillators  

It was confirmed that three defibrillators are going to be installed in the Sawley area within 
the next six weeks.  The location of these will be proposed by the Ambulance Service and 
more information will be provided at the next meeting.  
 

35/18 Derbyshire County Council – funding of school crossing patrols 
A request was received from Derbyshire County Council asking whether the parish council 
would consider funding school crossing patrols at a cost of £4,000 per annum.  This would 
be arranged by a Service Level Agreement with the county council.  A response was 
requested by 15 June 2018.  Derbyshire County Council is reviewing this service as it is 
not a statutory service which it is required to provide. 
 
Following discussion Councillor Bond confirmed that she would approach the local school 
as to their arrangements for school crossing patrols and feedback to the next meeting. 
 

36/18 Remembrance Event – 11 November 2018 
Following discussion it was  
 
RESOLVED 
 
(1) that the clerk be authorised to book all the relevant equipment, ordering of the 
 wreath, bugler, PA system, security and drafting the road closure application; 
 
(2) that Councillor Briggs produce an order of service for the remembrance event to be 
 submitted to the next meeting; 
 
(3) that Councillor Sewell arrange a meeting with the local partners (church and girl 
 guides etc) to discuss the arrangements for the event and feedback. 
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37/18 Proposed closure of All Saints Churchyard  
The following response has been received from the Ministry of Justice after the public 
objection to the closure had been submitted: 
 

“I have already received two emails from parishioners objecting to the closure, I do 
however believe that they are taking the term closed too literally thinking that they will 
no longer have access to their love ones graves as was stated in one of these emails.   
  
I have explained that the closure order is simply to prohibit burials in a part or whole 
churchyard that has no further space for new graves and as in your case where you 
have requested exceptions to the order even when the churchyard might be closed 
some burials will still be able to take place such as in family plots but this will in no way 
be a physical barrier and the churchyard should remain as it now is without any 
restrictions on access. 
  
If this additional piece of land can be identified separately from the main churchyard you 
may wish to call this simply a part closure thus leaving this extension open for burials. 
  
But I do think that you need to explain more clearly to the parishioner’s exactly what an 
Order in Council means and it is purely an order as to what burials can legally take 
place and also who is responsible for the maintenance of the churchyard and would not 
be represented as a physical barrier or change to the churchyard itself.” 

 
RESOLVED to note the response. 

 
38/18 Parish Councillors reports 

 
(a) Grants and donations S137 application form – Cllr Aram confirmed that he was 

drafting the application form and that this would be circulated prior to the next 
meeting as it was not needed until the next financial year.  During discussion the 
parish council agreed that an upper limit needed to be set for S137 grant 
applications: 
 
RESOLVED that the upper limit for grant applications be set at £100.00. 

   
(b) War memorial – plaques – Cllr Sewell presented the examples of how the brass 

memorial plaques will look and confirmed that these would be fully funded by 
Derbyshire County Council.  The plaques will include the names of those who had 
died in the First and Second World Wars and all the names had been confirmed and 
verified for accuracy.  He proposed that local schools should be involved in this 
project and that the plaques be formally unveiled at the Remembrance Event on 
Sunday 11 November 2018. 

 
(c) Tree replacement at War memorial – the tree is in bud and has not died so no further 

action is required. 
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(d) Pillar Clock – grant funding application process  - it was confirmed that the Rail 

Authority was not now providing a grant for the pillar clock and that an application will 
be made to Erewash Borough Council Rural Communities Grant for funding.  Part of 
the process will require seeking signatures from local people as to local demand for 
this project.  The planning approval will last for 3 years and further approaches to 
Network Rail to lease the ground on which the pillar clock will stand for a pepper 
corn rent will be required. 
 
RESOLVED to note the updates provided. 

 
39/18 Planning (as at 21 March 2018) 
  
 RESOLVED to note there have been no planning applications, consultation notices and 

appeals or decision notices since the last meeting and that no response had been 
received from Erewash Borough Council regarding the alleged breach of planning 
condition by Kam Autos.  

 
40/18 Reports from other meetings Councillors have attended 

Cllr Aram confirmed that he had attended the NALC event at the Houses of Parliament for 
the Democracy Parliamentary Reception.  
 

41/18 Committee and Advisory Group membership, minutes and reports 
 No other groups had met since the last meeting. 
 
42/18 Clerk report: 

 
(a) General Data Protection Regulations – the clerk confirmed that an audit was required 

of the data held by the Parish Council and that approval was sought for the clerk to 
attend GDPR training provided by DALC in April. 
 
RESOLVED to note the update and give approval for the clerk to attend relevant 
GDPR training. 
 

(b) DALC – subscription for 2018/19  
 
RESOLVED to opt for the DALC subscription which includes the training package at 
a cost of £1,068.51. 
 

(c) The parish council considered a request from Sawley Gators for a wreath and 
funding from Sawley Parish Council for a group of young people from Sawley to visit 
Belgium and lay a wreath on behalf of the parish council at Menin Gate.   
 
RESOLVED that approval be given to provide funding to the Sawley Gators towards 
the trip and wreath following submission of more detailed information to the clerk. 
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43/18 Finance  

 
RESOLVED to approve the following: 
 
(a) payments: 

                       
 Cq. 300135 SDCVS wages for March 2018     = £ 542.02  

Cq. 300136 Clerk Expenses:        
Travel to meeting (Home – Methodist Hall – Home) 
18 miles x £0.45        = £    8.10 
Work from home expenses January 2017    = £  18.00 
Mobile phone top up February 2017     = £    5.00 
    Total      = £  31.10 
 
Cq 300137 Eon – xmas lights bill for electricity   = £   855.95 
Cq 300138 DALC – annual subscription fee plus group 1 training = £1,068.51 
Cq 300140 Sawley Community Association rent – Apr, May  
  and June 2018      = £   300.00 
 
Cq300139 Cllr Aram – expenses – postage and document wallets= £     14.17 

 
(b) Bank reconciliation to March 2018 approved and signed by the Chairman 
 
(c) Confirmation of precept and concurrent function from EBC for 2018/19 noted. 
 Concurrent function  £ 2,121 
 Parish Precept   £48,850 
 Total    £50,971 
 

44/18 Correspondence 
  

 RESOLVED to note the following items of correspondence: 
 

(a) 21 March – Parish and Town Council Liaison Forum invite to meeting on 3 May 2018 
at County Hall, Matlock at 6.00 pm to 8.00 pm 

(b) 20 March – Derbyshire County Council – Derbyshire and Derby Minerals Local Plan 
– Spring 2018 Consultation – deadline for comments 18 May 2018 

(c) 16 March – Flower Basket sponsorship from EBC 
(d) 14 March – Local Plan Partial Review- North West Leicestershire District Council 
(e) 14 March – Sawley and District Historical Society – Tolpuddle Martyrs talk – 26 

March 2018 
(f) 13 March – weekly list of licensing applications from EBC  
(g) 12 March – Contact us – comment regarding lack of a defibrillator in Sawley  
(h) 12 March – EBC – confirmation of approval of precept and concurrent function 
(i) 9 March – LCPAS – GDPR pack 2 – offer to provide service  
(j) 7 March – Mobile Library Routes 
(k) 2 March – New Review of Ethical Standards in Local Government – Local Council 

Public Advisory Service   
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45/18 Date of next meeting 

To note that the next meeting of Sawley Parish Council to take place on Tuesday 24 April 
2018 at 7.00 pm at Sawley Methodist Hall (to be confirmed). 
 

 
 
 
 
 


