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Minutes of Sawley Annual Parish Meeting 

held on Tuesday 25 June 2019 at 7.00pm at Sawley Memorial Hall 

 

Present: Councillors Y Bird, D Bond, A Chewings (Chairman), D Doyle (Vice-Chairman),  
J Hay-Heddle, P Maginnis, J. Sewell, R Sewell and R Woollford 

 

1/19 Apologies for absence 

 Councillors Mellors and Woods 

 

2/18 Reports 

The Chairman, on behalf of the Parish Council, wished to place on record their 
congratulations and thanks to Councillor Corbett for his year as Mayor. His work is 
greatly appreciated. 

 
(a) Sawley Parish Council – report by Councillor John Sewell  

 
Another successful year for the Parish Council.   

The Sawley Remembrance Service is organised and funded the Parish Council.  This 

includes the hiring of a sound system, first aid personnel, traffic control personnel we 

also provided all the signage used on the day and paying the bugler.  

This year we have enhanced the War Memorial site; with a grant from DCC, 

facilitated by Councillor Athwal, we have installed two plaques on the Memorial which 

bear the names of all the Sawley men who lost their lives in the two world wars. 

The flags /poles along Tamworth Road were purchased and are maintained by the 

Parish Council.  The flags change 5 times a year – flag of St George for St Georges 

Day, followed by the Union Flag for Armed Forces Day and then the Derbyshire Flag.  

At the end of November we use the flag holders to mount the small Christmas trees. 

We continue to maintain Lakeside Park to a good standard and in this financial year 

we fitted a pedestrian gate off Anstee Road. There was also the addition of 5 flower 

basket trees that gave a touch of much added colour over the summer. 

We are also responsible for 3 flower beds on Draycott Road by the Co-Op, one near 

the M1 flyover bridge and two small areas at the War Memorial.  There are 

maintained by Erewash Borough Council on our behalf. There are areas of land that 

are the responsibility of the Parish Council and we have Grounds Maintenance 

contractor working on our behalf keeping these areas in good order.   
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The Christmas lights are again maintained by Erewash Borough Council on our 

behalf and the Parish Council are responsible for the switch on and activities on that 

evening.  

I would like to close by thanking the outgoing Members of the Parish Council for their 

hard work and welcome the Members. I Wish them all the very best wishes for their 

term in office. 

 

(b) Erewash Borough Council – report by Councillor Chris Corbett 
 

The Erewash Borough Council has continued to support Parish Councils and in 
particular Sawley. 

In direct financial aid the Parish has received a support grant of £1,875 towards 
general expenditure and £2,121 for concurrent functions, this is for services such as 
litter picking which would otherwise be done by the Borough Council. 

Grants have also been made through the Members Community Grant Scheme; this is 
where all Borough Councillors have access to £500 per Councillor per annum to 
donate to local organisations towards capital purchases. This last year, Grants 
totalling £1,500 have been made to the Methodist Church for broadband, the 4th 
Sawley Girl Guides for camping trips and 40th anniversary event, the Canaan Trust to 
help the homeless, and the Friends of Sawley Infants School for new children’s 
atlases. 

In addition to cash, the Parish Council have benefitted greatly from the knowledge 
and expertise of the Borough Council’s green spaces team who have freely given 
their time to help with our flower beds and other schemes to improve the look of the 
village. The Borough also helps with advice for events such as the Remembrance 
Day Service and Switching on of the Christmas Lights. 

 
(c) Derbyshire County Council – report by Councillor Kewal Athwal 

 
Last year has been very busy year with lots of different issues bought to my attention 
by local residents, ALL of which I have responded to in a timely manner.  

Persistent problems faced by residents for many years living on the side streets by 
the railway bridge on Tamworth Rd of high sided vehicles missing the various warning 
signs came to my attention towards the end of 2017 and I am pleased to report that 
the situation is much better now after action was taken to trim back trees / bushes 
obstructing the many warning signs for high sided vehicles along Tamworth Road. 

After a long campaign we were successful in having the speed limit reduced on 
Wilsthorpe Road from 40MPH to 30MPH in August 2018. 

Many Potholes have been repaired in the Sawley Division. Some pavements have 
also been repaired with funds from the revenue budget and other pavements have 
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been put into a “Scheme of Works” for repair / resurface in the coming months and 
years as funds become available from the capital budget.  

I have had enforcement officers check on inconsiderate vehicle parking on Double 
yellow lines and some parking tickets have been issued. 

Now some information on DCC Grants, I have sourced grant funding of £4589 from 
DCC to manufacture and install the Roll of Honour plaques with names of servicemen 
who gave the ultimate sacrifice in WW1 & 2. These were fitted to the war memorial on 
Tamworth Rd before the Remembrance Day service last year. I have also sourced 
grant funding of £6964 from DCC for 6 Defibrillators which were sited in Sawley in 
August last year, along with grant funding of £2447 from DCC to support the 
refurbishment of this the Sawley Community Hall last summer. 

I have also sourced grant funding of £500 from DCC to support the Fun Day 
organised by the Interact Club at West Park last summer, along with grant funding of 
£3000 from DCC to support the refurbishment of the Riverside FC clubhouse based 
in Sawley last November. 

In March this year I also sourced a further grant funding of £500 from DCC to support 
the purchase of chairs for the “Chair based Exercise class’s” for the elderly & infirm 
people which take place at Sawley Baptist Church on Wilne Road. 

Future Plans 

I have got agreement from DCC officers to carry out a Traffic management study in 
the greater Sawley / Long Eaton area to look at ways to improve the flow of traffic. 
This study, I am assured, will happen in this financial year. 

I will continue to work on behalf of all our residents to voice local concerns at DCC. 

I am also happy to learn about the work done by local Sawley Community Groups 
and I will support them wherever possible. 

 
3/19 Sawley Organisations 
 

(a) Sawley All Saints & St Mary’s Parish Churches – report by Angela Clayton 

Sawley Parish church holds family worship services every Sunday at 10.30am and 
evensong on the first Sunday of the month. St Marys church on Wilsthorpe Road 
also holds a regular Communion Service on Sunday and Wednesday mornings. 
Over the past year there have been about 14 weddings and several baptisms as well 
as funeral services. The church also welcomed people for Christmas services, 
candlelit carols, Christmas crib and the annual Service of Remembrance and a 
service remembering those who have recently died. 
 
School children from Sawley Infants and Juniors visited All Saints to find out more 
about Christmas and Easter and the church was open on special days like Mothering 
Sunday for people to have a quiet time of prayer and to light candles to remember 
loved ones. 
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Teams from church regularly visit the two schools with ‘Open the Book’ assemblies 
telling Bible stories to the children. The children’s team also organise a Light Party in 
October, Christingle service and Christmas Crib service and Good Friday Children’s 
activities. 
 
In July this year, we look forward to welcoming our newly ordained curate, Reverend 
Elaine Jones. 
 
The Ministry for Justice has declared the church yard full for burials, and Erewash 
Borough Council has assumed responsibility for its maintenance. In terms of access 
and standards of maintenance, there should be little difference for visitors. Church 
members remain responsible for maintaining the lawn and grass in front of church.  
 
In July, we will join with the Friends of Sawley Park, to inaugurate ‘The Sawley 
Celebration’. Church brief will be Music, Creativity and Craft with a strong emphasis 
on the church as a centre of spirituality, heritage, and culture. There will be 
exhibitions from artists, local schools and societies.  All Saints will also have musical 
renditions throughout the weekend including a concert by Acoustic Union at 7.30pm 
on Saturday 13th July. Other events include a barbeque on Sunday 14th.Please 
support this joint community initiative. 
 
‘The Spire’ newsletter, giving details of church events, continues to be delivered to 
almost 160 homes in and around Sawley and collected from church by at least 40 
others as well as being available in local shops and pubs and on Facebook and our 
parish website. We are aware that ‘The Spire’ is a valuable resource of information 
for people both in church and the community and many older people look forward to 
the delivery each month by our team of dedicated deliverers.  
 
Sawley Church Hall is used daily and regular groups include Line Dancing, Yoga, 
Guides, Brownies, Footcare, Model Aircraft Club, Mobility group and Cornergate 
lunch club. Church use includes Sunday Youth Group, Little Saints’ toddler group on 
a Wednesday afternoon.  
 
Community events over the past year have included Shrove Supper, The May Day 
Car Boot Sale, Two General Knowledge quizzes, Christmas Fair and Garden Party. 
The Sawley Garden Trail this year is on 14th July as part of the celebration weekend.  
 
The bell ringers have continued to ring regularly on Sunday mornings. On Tuesday 
nights they have a practice night which is joined with Long Eaton St Laurence's 
Church. I n November, they marked 100 years since the Armistice by ringing three 
times throughout the day. In the evening, four ringers from Sawley went to Long 
Eaton to ring for 'Battle's Over' following the lighting of the beacon in Long Eaton. 
Bell tower tours will be available during the Sawley Celebration weekend. 
 
We hope lots of people will visit the church and hall over the next few months, 
especially during the Sawley Celebration. 
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More information from Reverend Tony Street, 0115 9734900 or Angela Clayton, 
Parish administrator 01159460084 sawleyparish@gmail.com  or on our website  
www.parishofsawley.co.uk  
 

(b)  New Sawley Methodist Church – report by Pauline Smart 

During the past year we have seen an increase in people attending our Sunday 
morning services. 

A new boiler and central heating system is being installed starting on July 8th taking 
approx. 10days costing approx. £15,000 thanks to a grant from our Methodist Circuit. 

Last year I organised a concert by the Chapel Park Big Band at All Saints where 
over a £1,000 was raised to help towards the roof repairs which is urgently needed 
and that has to be completed during 2020 at the latest. 

We will have a presence on July 13th at Sawley Park fun day. 

 

(c)  Friends of Sawley Park – report by Caroline Povey 

In 2018 the Friends of Sawley Park held the annual Sawley Park Fun Day on 14th 
July. We had good attendance (approx. 500), despite scorching hot weather and an 
England football match on the same date. 

We invested in a samba band to provide free workshops and a performance and 
also paid for the Erewash BC smoothie bike to be there.  

The costs for running the event also increased last year, such as hire of generators 
and event insurance (which Erewash BC had previously covered). Despite it being a 
great day, as a whole the 2018 event made a loss of several hundred pounds as it 
cost us more to run it than we made in stall fees and tombola tickets. The shortfall 
was covered by our contingency funds. 

This year’s event will be held on Saturday 13th July and will feature a range of 
children’s rides and activities, local charity stalls, craft stalls, local businesses, 
football goal kick, dance and martial arts displays, community choir, book stall, 
tombola, police and fire vehicles (if free on the day). The Medical Centre will also be 
open and promoting health and wellness initiatives.  The deputy mayor will be 
attending. 

To avoid making a loss again we have been proactive in trying to raise additional 
funds for the event. We’re awaiting news of an ASDA grant, which we will use to pay 
for entertainment that will be free to everyone attending – such as face painting for 
children, a circus skills workshop and circus skills performance.  It is important to us 
that there is plenty of free entertainment on offer to bring the community together. 

We have also been awarded a Derbyshire CC Community Action grant to purchase 
a large gazebo and folding tables, so that we can use them every year for our own 
stalls. We would be willing to share these items with other local groups as needed. 

mailto:sawleyparish@gmail.com
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We would be delighted if the Parish Council would like to have a presence at the Fun 
Day – either with your own stall or by helping us with running the day.  It’s a great 
opportunity to engage with a lot of people in Sawley. 

 

(d)  4th Sawley Guides – report by Susan Coxon 

This has been an exciting and very busy year for us, in October 2018 we celebrated 
our 40th birthday. We had a party at Guides, a weekend camp at the Drum Hill Scout 
Campsite and with the help of a grant from Sawley Parish Council we had a fantastic 
long weekend travelling by train to York staying at the YHA. We toured the Minster, 
visited the Castle Museum, the Railway Museum and The York Dungeons. It would 
not have been possible to take the girls on this trip without your help, thank you. 

2019 saw some changes in Girlguiding. In January girls over 14 years old had to 
become Rangers so we formed a Ranger unit that runs alongside the Guides on a 
Monday night working on a more advanced programme. Our Guide unit has seen a 
growth in numbers, at the end of 2018 we had 10 girls, at the start of January we had 
five Rangers and seven Guides, we now have 16 Guides plus the Rangers which is 
amazing.   

We are doing more weekend camps at Drum Hill preparing the girls for the Peak 
2020 International Scout and Guide camp next year at the Chatsworth Estate in 
Derbyshire. This is a weeklong camp held once every five years, the camp fee alone 
is £195 so with food, gas and equipment we are having to ask the girls for £270. But 
it’s a camp they will never forget. 

So 4th Sawley Guides and Rangers are going strong and looking forward to an 
amazing and exciting future and a lot of that is down to the support we receive from 
Sawley Parish Council.     

 

(e)  Sawley and Long Eaton Foodbank – report by Pauline Smart 

During the past financial year, we took in the biggest Tesco collection ever a total of 
3,042 kg up from 2,773.6 in 2017. 

1,173 vouchers were presented by clients feeding 2,073 each client was given three 
days of food, of these 97 vouchers came from residents of Sawley feeding 216. 

165 Wilmot Street is our HQ and warehouse supplying Christ Church College Street 
where the Food Bank opens on a Tuesday and Friday from 10 - 12 noon, Sawley is 
only open on a Saturday from 9am - 11am to check/receive donations and welcome 
any clients. 

We now have a third centre in Castle Donnington to aid access for people living over 
the county border. 

In one week recently we received 27 vouchers feeding 46 individuals unfortunately 
the numbers are rising mainly due to Universal Credit, low income homelessness. 
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We will have a display at Sawley Park on the 13th July to demonstrate the amount of 
food a single person receives plus a family. 

 

(f)  Sawley Garden Trail – report by Betty Thompson 

We were blessed with a fine day for the 2018 Sawley Garden Trail when gardens 
were showered with visitors to see the beautiful open gardens spread around Sawley    

Some gardens are quite small but with pride they had been tended to grow tomatoes 
amongst the roses. Another had bonsai bushes so immaculate you would think they 
grew as those characters they had been clipped into.  From small to larger gardens 
with flowers, trees and hidden corners, many comment only 4hours 30 minutes does 
not allow enough time to really see everything. 

Charity stalls were offered in each of the gardens offers which last year, raised over 
£1000.00 donated to their own personal charities. 

It is a day many regular visitors look forward to, taking home some of the ideas from 
the gardens they have seen to try in their own gardens, using perhaps some of the 
plants they brought at one of the plant stalls on the way. 

It has been encouraging to the garden’s holders during the preparation for the SGT 
2019 with the support given by Sawley Parish Council. 

 

(g)   Sawley Knit n’Natter group – report by Sharon Richards 

Sawley Knit and Natter is a community group of people who come together every 
Wednesday for two hours to knit on personal projects, charity projects and items to 
sell at local community fairs. The group caters to all abilities and ages and is open to 
all members of the local community. 

The group has an average of between 10 – 15 attendees per week with the overall 
members of the group being 30. 

Members of the group can bring personal projects to knit, sponsor a charity knit or 
knit for the stalls we run at local community fairs.  

Charity projects are sponsored by members and all members can choose to knit for 
those charities.  

Charities that we have knitted for include: 

• Cherished gowns – The group is helping to knit up to 5000 micro hats 

• Premature baby outfits for local hospitals 

• Octopus for Southampton children’s hospital 

The group has run a stall at the Easter Fair at one of the local Schools and will be 
attending the Sawley Park Fun Day in July. 



 
SAWLEY PARISH COUNCIL 

 

Sawley Annual Parish Meeting 25 June 2019      Page 8 of 11 

 

 

The group would like to thank the local parish council for the grant of £150. This has 
allowed us to cover room costs and purchase wool, needles and beginner kits so 
that members can learn to knit or crochet.  

Moving forward the group needs to cover its own costs as it does not qualify for any 
further funding. To this end the members of the group decided to increase the cost 
for attendance from the original £1 to £3 to cover the room costs.  

With the increase in weekly donations that the members have agreed to it is hoped 
the group will now be self-funding. 

Attendance at fairs allow us to bolster our funds to allow us to cover the cost of 
additional materials. 

 

(h)   Sawley Women’s Institute – report by Jayne Tysoe 

Sawley WI was founded in December 1922 and the WI Hall on Wilne Road, where 
we still meet, was opened in 1935 following fund-raising by the members. Over the 
years ladies have worked hard to ensure we have the means to maintain and 
improve this wonderful asset, which is also used by the Camera Club, Poetry Group, 
Slimming World and Cycling Club.   

We currently have 47 members ranging from mid 40s to over 90 years of age and 
several ladies have been members for over 40 years.  

We have 11 meetings each year. During the last year this has included 
demonstrations of cookery, chocolate, flower arranging and Greek dancing. A talk on 
old time punishments and a keep fit night. In February we had a visit by the First 
Responders who spoke about their work and showed us how to perform 
resuscitation. 

In August, instead of a meeting we organise a coach outing for members and guests; 
in 2018 this was to Oxford. In November a group of us went by train to see the 
Chesterfield Christmas Tree Festival and on a rainy day in April ladies organised a 
litter pick round Sawley as part of a Derbyshire WI initiative.  

A group of members also travelled to Cardiff to attend the AGM of the National 
Federation of WIs. Each year the WI nationally agrees what to campaign about. Last 
year it was Mental Health Matters, Campaigns from recent years which now have 
higher profiles and which we continue to support include increasing organ donation, 
tackling food waste and food poverty and reducing microplastics entering the 
oceans. This year our new campaigns are increasing the take up of cervical 
screening and halting the decline in rural bus services. 

The national WI has a college based in Oxfordshire and each year we award 
bursaries to help members with the cost of attending courses there. Over the last 
year 5 ladies have been on courses.    

We also have a craft and games group which meets every week. Last year our 
project was the knitted, crocheted and painted poppy installations at the war 
memorial and around the village to commemorate the 100 years since the end of 
WW1. We are currently busy knitting baby blankets and clothing to be donated, 
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blankets for elderly patients, twiddlemitts for patients with dementia and Buddy Bears 
for the emergency services. 

Each year we nominate a local charity and last year we gave £200 to Hemi Hearts 
and £100 to the Associated Country Women of the World. We also collect and 
donate used postage stamps and milk bottle tops. 

As we head towards our own centenary in three years’ time, we are beginning to 
think about how we will commemorate it. When we were 90, we purchased the 
bench at the bus stop at the end of Wilne Road.  

I hope you’ll agree that although known for Jam & Jerusalem the WI is much more 
than that. It is an educational charity, a campaigning charity and the largest voluntary 
women’s organisation in the UK. However, for most members one of the most 
important benefits is the support and friendship of other members.  

 

(i) Sawley Singing 4 Fun – report by Pauline Smart 

We meet every Monday from 10 - 12 noon at St Mary's during term time led by Chris 
Ebbern, singing anything from the shows - Elton John - Bette Midler - Coldplay - 
Mozart. 

We have entertained the customers at Tesco twice with more to come, sang in All 
Saints Church and we will be entertaining on July 13th at Sawley Park Fun day at 
2.30pm then later in the afternoon at All Saints once again. 

We have a booking in October to entertain the Blind/ Particularly sighted group in 
Breaston. 

Approximately 12 - 15 attend unfortunately all female just one man who has 
dementia join us, we are a very friendly group and always welcome new members. 

We welcomed a visit from the Mayor Cllr Chris Corbet who brought along the 
Mayoress  chain of office, his wife Linda is a member of our choir and we had some 
lovely photographs taken, it was appreciated by the choir that Cllr Corbet found time 
to speak about the role of Mayor. 

Thanks to Cllr Corbet we are now in a position to purchase a banner and frame to 
site in front of the choir and will have its first outing on the 9th July. 

 

(j) Erewash CVS – report by Catriona Paterson 

Erewash Voluntary Action – CVS (EVA) is a local charity which supports voluntary 
and community groups, encouraging them to develop their activities and grow as 
organisations. 

Erewash Voluntary Action is involved in strategic partnerships with statutory 
agencies working to improve health, education and local authority services.   

Erewash Voluntary Action promotes the work of voluntary and community groups in 
Erewash at a county and regional level, often being consulted on issues and policies. 
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The Volunteer Centre promotes volunteering and we publicise opportunities, recruit 
and train volunteers. 

There are several services available through Erewash Voluntary Action. (information 
booklet supplied). 

Through the Social Connectors project there is a Drop in at Sawley Medical Centre 
the last Tuesday of the month from 10.00 am – 12 Noon.  This provides an 
opportunity for people to come along and find out information about local groups, 
support services and social activities.  Jo Hallam the Community Connectors 
Development Worker runs this project and can be contacted by email 
jo@erewashcvs.org.uk or Telephone 0115 9466740 (leaflet supplied). 

The Erewash Mental Health Partnership and Community Connectors project are 
looking at organising an Information Café to take place in Sawley.  Information Cafes 
have successfully been held in Ilkeston and Long Eaton over the last 18 months.  

The Information Cafes are designed to help provide people with information about 
groups and organisations, volunteering and other support services.  It is also an 
opportunity for local groups in Sawley to come along and introduce themselves.  It is 
anticipated that this will take place in March 2020 and be held at the Memorial Hall.   

The Erewash Voluntary Action Development Worker will be the point of contact for 
this – Catriona Paterson – catriona@erewashcvs.org.uk  Tel: 0115 9466740. Once 
the details are established the information will be shared. 

 

(k)  Sawley Community Association – report by Mark Williams 
 

The small committee of the Sawley Community Association continues to manage the 
Community Hall. They have made a small profit from bookings and continue with 
their plans for refurbishment. They hope to update the toilets and have received 
grants from Councillors to do this; along with Lottery funding. 

 
 

4/19 Question/Answer Session 
 

A resident asked Councillor Athwal whether signage at bridges could be put up in 
different languages. Councillor Athwal responded that all Highway signage was to 
national standards - in metres as well as feet and inches. 

A resident expressed concern about littering and anti-social behavior around the 
Community Hall and Sawley Park. The Chairman responded that the Parish Council had 
put money into budget for youth provision and the intention was to try to consult with 
young people to ask what provision they would like to see in Sawley.  

There was a query about train users parking on Lakeside Car Park. This concern was 
noted by the Members of the Parish Council. 

mailto:jo@erewashcvs.org.uk
mailto:catriona@erewashcvs.org.uk
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A resident had enquired about the small bulky waste pilot scheme. Councillor Corbett 
advised the scheme had been successful and there were plans for this scheme to 
continue 

 

5/19 Meeting closed at 7.15pm. 


