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Minutes of Sawley Annual Parish Meeting held on Tuesday June 2018 at 7.00pm at Sawley 
Memorial Hall 
 

Present: Councillors Aram, Briggs, Corbett, Dawson, Powell, Sewell 

 

75/18 Apologies for absence 
 Cllrs Bird and Richardson 

 

76/18 Reports 
 

(a) Sawley Parish Council – report by Cllr Sewell chairman 
 
Another successful year.  We continue to maintain Lakeside Park to a good standard 
an in this financial year we hope to fit another pedestrian gate off Anstee Road.  We 
also hope to put in place 5 flower trees. 
 
We are also responsible for 2 flower beds on Draycott Road.  There are maintained 
by Erewash Borough Council on our behalf.   
 
The flags /poles along Tamworth Road were purchased and are maintained by the 
Parish Council.  The flags change 3 times a year – flag of St George for St Georges 
Day, followed by the Union Flag for Armed Forces Day and then the Derbyshire Flag.  
At the end of November we use the flag holders to mount the small Christmas trees. 
 
The Christmas lights are again maintained by Erewash Borough Council on our 
behalf and the Parish Council are responsible for the switch on and activities on that 
evening. 
 
The Sawley Remembrance Service is organised and funded the Parish Council.  This 
includes the hiring of a sound system, first aid personnel, traffic control personnel we 
also provided all the signage used on the day and paying the bugler. 
 
Its worth noting that the only income that the Parish Council receives is from a small 
grant from EBC and the precept from residents of this Parish. 
 
I would like to close by saying that we members of this Parish Council give our time 
freely for the benefit of all the residents of Sawley and I wish to say a very big thank 
you to all council members for all their work during the past year.  We have and will 
continue to make a difference. 

 
(b) Erewash Borough Council – report by EBC Cllr Powell 
 

I will start by saying that Erewash Borough Council is a well-run council, working 
under very tight budget constraints by making smart decisions and working with other 
agencies.  The council still maintains areas that our residents have come to expect. 
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The one hour free parking that allows residents and visitors to visit our shop/banks 
etc.  At Christmas this free parking is extended over the xmas period.  This brings 
visitors from other areas to our shops and this in turn helps our small businesses. 
 
We have well kept parks and leisure centres.  Unfortunately, the leisure centres are 
running at a loss and the council are taking steps to rectify this.  We don’t waste tax 
payers money. 
 
We have wonderful flower beds and play areas all over the Borough.  These are kept 
in pristine condition by a well organised work force.  They are the envy of visitors 
coming into the borough. 
 
The Borough also provide a well run efficient bin collection service.  Where other 
boroughs and cities now charge for collections in Erewash you can have 2 free brown 
bins if you so wish. 
 
As you are all aware HS2 is coming and I can assure you, the borough council is 
engaged at the highest level to make sure the residents of Erewash get the best 
possible deal for both residents and businesses. 
 

(c) Derbyshire County Council – Councillor Athwal 
 
Well it is just over a year since last year’s county elections and it has been a steep 
learning curve for me and a very busy year but I am happy to work towards making a 
positive difference to our area. 
 
I am sure that most of you are aware that in the Sawley Division, along with this area, 
I also cover the Wilsthorpe area but this report is only for the Sawley area. 
 
In the last year I have provided support as your DCC councilor for the hanging flower 
baskets by Lakeside Park and I have also supported the application for the ‘Pillar 
Clock’ by the Railway Station and the installation of the ‘Muga’ play area for the 
school on Mikado Road, along with the additional car parking proposed on this road. 
 
Problems faced by residents for many years living on the side streets by the railway 
bridge on Tamworth Road of high sided vehicles came to my attention at the end of 
August last year.  Since then I have had all the trees / bushes blocking the many 
signs on this side of the River Trent trimmed back but disappointingly this did not 
solve the problem, so very reluctantly the decision was taken on safety grounds to 
remove the two trees that were directly blocking the illuminated warning sign near 
Draycott Road but this problem of drivers missing or ignoring the warning signs still 
continues.  Therefore at my request, DCC officers have started a dialogue with North 
West Leicestershire Council, Network Rail and Derbyshire Constabulary to explore 
what further can be done.  I will do all I can to try to eradicate this long standing 
problem facing our local residents. 
 
Potholes have been repaired on Roosevelt, Mikado, Kingsley, Draycott and Sawley 
Road, on either side of the M1 bridge, Street lights have also been repaired. 
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I have seen many footpaths in our area that need attention and I am organising for 
DCC officers to inspect these and to organise a repair plan. 
 
I have had enforcement officers check on inconsiderate vehicle parking on double 
yellow lines and some parking tickets have been issued. 
 
I have sourced 100% funding from DCC to support the plaques with the names of 
servicemen who gave the ultimate sacrifice in WW1 and WW2, to be fitted to the war 
memorial on Tamworth Road before Remembrance Day this year. 
 
I am also looking to fund via DCC for 3 defibrillators to be sited in Sawley hopefully 
this summer. 
 
I am also looking at ways to support the refurbishment of the Sawley Community hall 
planned for this summer. 
 
I am also aware of the ongoing traffic flow / management problems in this area and 
discussions are ongoing with relevant officers at DCC to look at this situation. 
 
I will work together with the Sawley Parish Council and local residents to voice local 
concerns at DCC. 
 
I am happy to learn about the work done by local Sawley Community Groups and I 
will support wherever possible. 
 

77/18 Sawley Organisations 
 

(a) Friends of Sawley Park – Caroline Povey - Chair 
 
Hi I am Caroline Povey, Chair of the Friends of Sawley Park.  We are currently 
organising our annual community fun day which will be held on Saturday 14 July.  If 
the Parish Council would like to be involved in any way please do get in touch with 
me.  We are always grateful for any help as we are a small bunch of volunteers. 
 
Last year Thomas Aram kindly lent us a few items from the Parish Council store 
behind the community centre and I wondered if we could borrow them again, namely 
three large metal (lightweight) freestanding barriers, a few road cones and a large 
‘First Aid’ and ‘Lost child’ sign. 

 
(b) 4th Sawley Guides – written submission by Susan Coxon 

 
We had a good year and although we are still a relatively small group, 13 girls and 
one young leader and three leaders we have several new girls due to start in 
September. 
 
This year we have been very active and enjoyed trips to pantomime, the Long Eaton 
Telescope, Derby University climbing wall, Cadbury’s World and had a fun time at 



 
SAWLEY PARISH COUNCIL 

 

Sawley Annual Parish Meeting 26 June 2018      Page 4 of 5 

 

 

Drum Hill Scout Camp site where we learnt about fire lighting and cooking on open 
fires. 
We had an evening of dance lead by a local teach and last week a talk on 
Suffragettes in Derbyshire which we all found very interesting.  Also we enjoyed a 
visit by the third Guide Dog Puppy we sponsored, Sawley. 
 
We are planning exciting things to celebrate our 40th birthday in October with an open 
house party and we are busy trying to contact old guides to come along and join us 
with their memories.  We are also going to York YHA for a special weekend to 
remember 40 years. 

 
(c) Sawley Gators – Adam Hind 

 
Adam Hind thanked the Parish Council for the grant which helped the group visit the 
Menin Gate and he provided an overview of the activities and places that the group 
visited during the trip. 

 
(d) Long Eaton & Sawley Foodbank – report by Pauline Smart 

 
Long Eaton & Sawley Foodbank have been active in the locality for several years.  
The Sawley centre is open on a Saturday 9 to 11 am primarily as the central food 
store for all the centres, we average 1 visitor with a voucher per week, however, the 
donations coming in average 7 a week including processing large amounts received 
from Tesco and Asda. 
 
A lot of individuals attend Christchurch as it is closer to the job centre and more 
convenient for buses. 
 
We have noticed a 53% increase in people requiring food in the last 12 months, this is 
primarily due to the full roll out of universal credit in the area.  We have supplied 
Trussell Trust with information regarding this which has been used to inform central 
government on the real impact of the management of the roll out – changes have 
been made. 
 
Last year we processed 15695.32 kg of food donations 6500kg during December at 
Sawley alone.  We gave out 14193 kg of food in parcels.  We have issued 85 parcels 
to people living in Sawley ward during 2017/18 financial year. 

 
(e) New Sawley Methodist Church – Pauline Smart 

 
Attendance each Sunday is a constant 10-12.  Financially we are really struggling 
very nearly having to go into our reserves which Methodist head office frown upon.  
The Oasis play group has relocated from the Baptist Church to us.   
Brownies, guides, German Group, Talking Newspaper, Friesland Orchestra, Trefoil 
Guild all meet at different times during the month. 
The Womens Fellowship has had to close.  Coffee mornings continue on the second 
Saturday each month, but numbers are dropping. We would love our building to be 
used more by the community.  This Saturday I have organised a concert at All Saints 
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where I hope to raise £1,000 towards a new heating system, 105 tickets have been 
sold / reserved. 
 

78/18 Question/Answer Session 
There were no questions. 

79/18 Meeting closed. 


